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What is GRUAN?

Why do we need GRUAN?

How does GRUAN fit in?

How did we get here?

Does anyone else think GRUAN is a good idea?

What do we want out of this meeting?

What s in it for you?



GCOS Reference Upper Air Network

Called for in the GCOS Implementation 
Plan

Currently largely an abstract concept, which 
is the reason why you are all here



Order 30-40 sites across the globe
Providing long-term, high-quality climate 
records
Serving to constrain and calibrate data from 
more spatially-comprehensive global observing 
systems (inc. satellites)
Measuring a large suite of co-related climate 
variables with deliberate measurement 
redundancy
Run for climate monitoring



That it is intended that the GRUAN 
instrumentation be fixed in perpetuity managed 
change!

That this is an effort to replace GUAN GUAN is 
still important

That it is intended as a resource solely for climate 
managed for climate, but available to all

That GCOS can fund the network, sadly not true




